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October 2001 

PROOF OF THE POWER OF SCI/ART

Three new art projects on show in Oxford 

The investment of 'Year of the Artist' at the University of Oxford has resulted in an enduring legacy as the outcomes of three important projects go on display from 11 October 2001. 

The works are the culmination of artists working in residence for over a year: photographer Catherine Yass and installation artists Heather Ackroyd and Dan Harvey at the Sir William Dunn School of Pathology; and photographer Susan Derges at the Museum of the History of Science. Collectively, these projects follow on from the work produced by Mark Wallinger at the University Museum of Natural History which was unveiled earlier in the summer. 

"When the creativity of the artist and scientist meet it results in a unique synergy, " says Robert Hutchison, Chief Executive of Southern Arts. "When they collaborate, informing each other's expression, detlnition and resolution, that synergy is of great benefit to the development of both disciplines." 

These artists represent a diversity of art forms and individual approaches to their disciplines, but collectively through their residencies at the University of Oxford they share one thing in common: all their work sits at the heart of the sci/art interface and interprets some of the leading research and thinking in this field. These residencies have also informed the scientist, offering another 'language' In support of their creativity and expression - a truly collaborative process. 

"Having Catherine (Yass) working in the lab has been a revelation," says Dr. William James of the Sir William Dunn School of Pathology. "We've found a lot of parallels in the way we both use different colours in an indexical way to represent properties of things that are not themselves coloured. The process helps reveal relationships, shapes and other aspects of objects that would otherwise remain elusive." 

The outcomes of the three projects can be seen from Thursday 11 October. Natural Magic by Susan Derges at the Museum of the History of Science is open to the public throughout the year, Tuesday -Saturday, 12noon -4pm, admission free. Molecular Pools by Ackroyd and Harvey and Double Agent by Catherine Yass at the Sir William Dunn School of Pathology is open by appointment only. 

For details contact Maddie Beck on 01865 275594. 

Detailed Information on each project follows. 

Ends/July 2001

Editors Notes 

1.The University of Oxford's contributions to Year of the Artist have been devised in association with The Laboratory at the Ruskin School of Drawing and Fine Art.

2. Double Agent and Molecular Pools have been developed and project managed by Artpoint Trust (http://www.artpoint-trust.org.uk). 

3. Year of the Artist at the University of Oxford has been supported by Southern Arts, Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, RSA Art for Architecture, Sciart, Regional Arts Lottery Programme and the Hasselblad Foundation. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Double Agent: Catherine Yass 

at the Sir William Dunn School of Pathology, 

University of Oxford

Working with Dr William James and his team at the Sir William Dunn School of Pathology, Catherine Yass has generated a new body of work that develops our understanding of the still life in response to the exploration of antibodies and viruses carried out by scientists in the School. A primary aim of her residency has been to provide a source of visual metaphors as tools for research, professional communication and the public understanding of science. The project has received one of only eleven national awards from Sciart, a consortium dedicated to assisting partnerships in science and art. The outcomes of Catherine Yass's research, three large scale light boxes, will be displayed in the School's new Edward Abraham Building from October 2001. 

Molecular Pools: Heather Ackroyd and Dan Harvey 

at the Sir William Dunn School of Pathology, 

University of Oxford

Also working with Dr William James and his team at the Sir William Dunn School of Pathology, Heather Ackroyd and Dan Harvey have been undertaking research linked to molecular cell biology. The residency, supported by an RSA Art for Architecture Award, is informing a design collaboration between the artists and architect Clive Guyer of Llewelyn Davies for a courtyard garden adjacent to the School's new Edward Abraham Building. The garden reflects the work being carried out in the department and extends the design language and philosophy of the new structure into the landscape, and will be open from October 2001.

Natural Magic: Susan Derges 

at the Museum of the History of Science, 

University of Oxford

The collection, building and history of the Museum of the History of Science has provided Susan Derges with the point of departure for her current residency. Photographic images concerned with different kinds of observations will be interwoven with objects in the collection to evoke a sense of the curiosity and wonderment suggested by the title of her project. Referring to the Renaissance world of figures such as Giambattista della Porta, whose text on natural magic was the most famous of the genre, the project seeks to find an approach to art and science which avoids the antagonisms and oppositions that characterise so much of their recent history. Derges will be showing the outcomes of her research at the Museum from October 2001. 
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