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WATER SCULPTURE BY PETER RANDALL-PAGE FOR NEWBURY LOCK

Newbury Town Council is pleased to announce the submission in March 2002 of a planning application for a water sculpture at Newbury Lock. 

The sculpture by the internationally respected sculptor, Peter Randall-Page, will initiate the Town Trail, an exciting and innovative scheme to introduce a trail of works of art in the town centre. Members of the press are invited to meet the artist and photograph the scale model of the project on Monday 15 April at 4.00 pm at Lock Island, Newbury*.

Randall-Page’s beautiful design, chosen from a shortlist of four, was inspired by the site that it will occupy. It focuses on a large, carved, silver-grey, granite bowl within a spiral landscape of granite setts sited in a grassy dell alongside the footprint of the old Lock Cottage. The 1 metre high bowl will be linked to Newbury Lock by an underground pipe and will fill and empty with water as the lock does. The idea is based on the simple principle that water will always find its own level. The design includes landscaping that will embrace the overall environment and maintain indigenous plants surrounding the area.

Local schools will be involved in curricular activity linked to the many themes of the project and this programme is currently being developed with the West Berkshire Education Business Partnership. It will offer students opportunities not only in art and design, but also in physics, technology, geography and history.

The proposal underwent a technical feasibility study that was completed by Peter Brett Associates in February 2002. The project has attracted over £80,000 of external funding from a host of partners including Southern Arts, Vodafone, the Colefax Trust and the Headley Trust. King Lifting Ltd, a local firm, has generously offered to lift the sculpture by crane over the River Kennet free of charge.

The sculpture will be made between August and December this year. A granite block will be quarried and turned on a giant lathe into a 2.7m diameter bowl weighing 7 tonnes. It will then be transported to the artist’s studio in Devon where he will hand carve the surface pattern. The work will finally be installed at Newbury Lock in March 2003.

Peter Randall-Page trained at the Bath Academy of Art and worked in the London Studio of sculptor Barry Flanagan, before setting up his studio in Devon. He was a Research Fellow at Dartington College of Arts until 2001 and received an Honorary Doctorate in Arts from Plymouth University in 1999. He is frequently commissioned to make works for public sites completing a large three-piece sculpture for the Millennium Seed Bank Project in Sussex in 2000 and a work in Clipsham Limestone for Prior’s Court School in Newbury in 2001. His sculpture is included in many collections including the British Museum, Contemporary Art Society, British Council and Tate Britain.

Quotes:

"I want my sculpture to create a stimulating and unique space within Newbury; a place that people will enjoy visiting and a tribute to those who designed and built the canal. My aim is to create a beautiful sculptural environment that will be activated by water when the lock is in use."

– Peter Randall Page, Artist of Newbury Lock water sculpture.

"It will be marvellous to launch the Town Trail with this prestigious sculpture by Peter Randall-Page. It will be a fitting tribute to the Millennium and will provide interest and pleasure to Newbury’s residents and visitors for many years to come. I am delighted with Peter’s design and believe that it will enhance a much-loved and historic part of our town."

– Cllr Sue Farrant, Chair of the Town Trail Steering Committee and Chair of the Newbury Town Council Culture and Recreation Committee.

"This project offers a particularly interesting opportunity for local schools because it links to so many different parts of the curriculum and can be made accessible in different ways to all age groups."

– Leslie Reilly, West Berkshire Education Business Partnership.

Notes to Editors:

Financial support for the project from Southern Arts is provided through the Regional Arts Lottery Programme.

The project is overseen by the Town Trail Steering Group that includes representation from West Berkshire Council, British Waterways, Newbury Town Council, New Greenham Arts, The Newbury Society and the Kennet and Avon Canal Trust.

Artpoint, a public art commissioning agency working with visual artists and craftspeople throughout the Southern region, is professionally managing the project. Artpoint’s work is characterised by the commissioning of new art work created in response to specific sites, often in collaboration with other creative professionals, from architects and engineers to writers and scientists. Artpoint is funded by Southern Arts Board, and aims to extend the contribution art and artists can make to the physical and social environment. 
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