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May 2002

Form and Function for Jubilee Gardens

A sculptural centrepiece offering a strong sense of focus and a surrounding area of seating, commissioned from the artist Taslim Martin by Bracknell Forest Borough Council Leisure Services, is now complete and fully installed for the public.  This sculpture and the surrounding seating is sited in Jubilee Gardens, in the heart of Bracknell town and marks the Millennium and acknowledges the Gardens original opening for the Queen’s Jubilee in 1977.

This, his first public sculptural commission, comprises 38 curved interlocking pieces and weighs over 2 tonnes. It takes an egg form, which is echoed in the smooth curves of the nearby bench supports. The material used is terrazzo, a hard wearing cast stone of marble and glass aggregates. Taslim selected grey and black marble chippings from Italy, and added a variety of coloured glasses to create a soft mottled effect. The benches are made of the same stone material and wood, that allows the work to be viewed comfortably and the two crafted elements are designed to work as a whole.

This work was funded from monies contributed by a local developer and has been welcomed by the local community as a positive work of public art for the community. The commission was managed by Artpoint Trust.

Form and Function for Jubilee Gardens
Notes to Editors:

Taslim Martin has built a strong link with Bracknell. On leaving the Royal College of Art in 1998 he was appointed Ceramist in Residence at South Hill Park Arts Centre, Bracknell. His end-of-residency show ‘The Power to Name’ was his first solo exhibition and showed the breadth of his work, from small clay figures to industrially cast seating to huge wall drawings. Before going to art school, Taslim had worked for thirteen years as a carpenter. Based in London he combines designing, working to commission and lecturing at the Surrey Institute of Art and Design and at the University of Plymouth.

Artpoint is a public art commissioning agency, working with visual artists and craftspeople throughout the Southern region. Its work is characterised by the commissioning of new art work created in response to specific sites, often in collaboration with other creative professionals, from architects and engineers to writers and scientists. Artpoint is core funded by Southern Arts, and aims to extend the contribution art and artists can make to the physical and social environment. 
Quotes

‘The egg proved a real challenge.  This is the first time I have used this construction technique, which was very time consuming. I am really pleased with the final result and hope people will enjoy it for many years to come.’ 

Taslim Martin, Artist 

‘This is an 'extraordinary' piece of public art. It fits in well with the park setting, making a very eye catching focal point. The seating is stylish and extremely comfortable.  I've spoken to many people and they are all very pleased with the results.’

Cllr Iain McCracken, Executive Member for Leisure, Bracknell 
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