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September 2001 

SSSI GREENHAM COMMON: JOHN KIPPIN

Press View: 1 September 2001, 1-3pm, 

Greenham Common 

SSSI Greenham Common consists of new work created by photographer John Kippin during a year-long residency on Greenham Common at a significant turning point in its history - its restoration from US Airbase to publicly accessible lowland heath.

Seventeen large-scale colour photographs and a video installation explore the traces of military occupation still evident within the site. These works are considered within a context of conservation, historic, political and landscape values. The images refer to the sustained and successful protests of the women’s peace campaign, and reflect the visible transformation of the Common from a political island of the US Government with first strike capability, to a benign and accessible lowland heath. The images reveal the essential clues to the Common’s history as it has become gently colonised by invaders from the plant and animal kingdoms.

John Kippin is one of Britain’s most respected photographers. Since 1990, he has exhibited internationally, with one person shows at The Photographers’ Gallery, The National Museum of Scotland and The National Museum of Film, Television and Photography. He has also exhibited at the Saatchi Gallery and participated in a number of public art projects including a commission for the Year of Photography and Digital Imaging in Yorkshire. This year a solo exhibition of his work, organised by The British Council, will tour Sri Lanka and Bangladesh as part of Chobi Mela, the First Festival of Photography in South Asia. Later in the year he will be creating a series of billboards for Compton Verney and in 2002 will show work developed from a Year of the Artist residency at Durham Cathedral.

Exhibition Open to Public

1 September – 28 October 2001 

Weekends only 10 – 6 

Free entrance – no booking 

Building 150, Bury Banks Road, Greenham Common, Newbury,

West Berkshire

Notes for Editors

The Exhibition: Commissioned by West Berkshire Council, both residency and exhibition were developed and managed by Artpoint. The exhibition is supported by the Arts Council of England’s National Touring Programme.

John Kippin’s residency on Greenham Common ran from June 1998 – June 1999. However his interest in the project meant that he returned over the following year to continue his work.

The Site: In 1997 West Berkshire Council acquired the Greenham US Airbase from the MoD. Greenham Common is notorious for housing 96 ground launch cruise missiles and for the development of the women’s peace movement and its protest over 20 years of Cold War politics. It is a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and home to a number of rare species of flora and fauna.

Artpoint: Artpoint is a public art commissioning agency, working with visual artists and craftspeople throughout the Southern region. Its work is characterised by the commissioning of new art work created in response to specific sites, often in collaboration with other creative professionals, from architects and engineers to writers and scientists. Artpoint’s projects take place in a diverse range of locations from nature reserves and research laboratories, to town centres and new arts buildings. Working with arts organisations, health trusts, urban regeneration schemes, educational bodies, local authorities and the private sector, Artpoint aims to extend the contribution art and artists can make to the physical and social environment. Artpoint is core funded by Southern Arts. 

Forthcoming Artpoint projects include: Double Agent, new photographic work by Catherine Yass and Molecular Pools, garden design by Ackroyd & Harvey at the Sir William Dunn School of Pathology, Oxford University. Both projects will open in October 2001 and have been organised with The Laboratory at the Ruskin School of Drawing and Fine Art.
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Ruth Charity or Tiffany Black

Artpoint tel: 01865 248822

Ruth Charity 

e-mail:ruth.charity@artpoint-trust.org.uk

Tiffany Black 

e-mail:tiffany.black@artpoint-trust.org.uk
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