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January 2003

An Electric Sheep to join the Concrete Cows - A New Sculpture 

for Milton Keynes Theatre

Unveiling Thursday 16 January 2003 at 5pm, in the foyer of MK Theatre

Artist Bruce Williams will install a new sculpture in the foyer of Milton Keynes Theatre in January 2003. This work, commissioned by Milton Keynes Council and Milton Keynes Theatre and Gallery Company, commemorates the generosity of benefactor Margaret Powell, whose trust supported the enhancement of facilities for the elderly and disabled in the Theatre, and supports Milton Keynes Council's ongoing programme of commissioning new and exciting public art works.

Margaret Powell's life as a sheep farmer and the fact that the city of Milton Keynes was built in a formerly rural area, influenced the artist's designs for the work. The sculpture features two identical images of a sheep, laser-cut into both sides of a large steel structure and backed by glass. Coloured lights inside the artwork slowly fade and change, making the work clearly visible from Powell Square, as visitors approach the Theatre.  

Bruce Williams was born in 1962.  He gained a BA in Fine Art from Gwent College of Higher Education in 1984.  He has created many large scale temporary and permanent public works of art using a variety of media including photo/reprographic techniques, broadcast computer technology, sculpture, painting and sound.  His recent commissions include Concourse (1998) for Wimbledon Railway Station Forecourt, Lifespan (2000) for the Royal Hospitals Trust, Belfast, Elements (2000) for Skelmersdale and Bevis and Ascupart/Ascupart and Bevis (2000) for the City of Southampton. 

The unveiling of the new sculpture is timely in that a Christmas grant, generously given by the Powell Foundation to Milton Keynes Community Foundation, (which administers the Margaret Powell (Grants) Fund on their behalf), will be benefiting a large number of local voluntary groups and charities by enabling 1,320 people to enjoy a day out at the Theatre to see this year’s pantomime “Dick Whittington” on the same day. 

NOTES TO THE EDITOR: 

"The sculpture created by the artist represents the working life of my cousin, Margaret Powell who had her family farm at Tattenhoe. I am delighted that her generous legacy of £500,000 has been acknowledged in this way, ensuring that even more people whatever their disability or age can enjoy their local theatre and gallery.”  
Roger Norman - Trustee of the Powell Foundation 
"Electric Sheep refers to lots of things at once; Margaret Powell and her brother and their farming history of course, but also the rural feel of Milton Keynes, the high tech infrastructure of the city and the glamour of the theatre. I wish I had met Margaret Powell. She was clearly a straightforward, visionary and generous woman. I hope that Electric Sheep's clarity would have appealed to her.”

Bruce Williams - Artist

“Milton Keynes Theatre and Gallery Company is proud to have assisted in commissioning such an appealing sculpture for the Theatre Foyer as a tribute to the generosity of the Margaret Powell Foundation, whose original gift enhanced the disability access features which the Theatre enjoys. Bruce Williams' brilliantly conceived and executed piece, Electric Sheep, exhibits a wit and a flair which does justice to the memory of Margaret Powell.”  
Roy Nevitt - Chairman, Milton Keynes Theatre & Gallery Company
“Milton Keynes Theatre is delighted to be the recipient of this exciting piece of work. Electric Sheep will add both another dimension to the theatre foyer and serve to celebrate the Powell Foundation's valuable involvement with Milton Keynes Theatre.”   
Simon Pearce and John Young - General Managers, Milton Keynes Theatre 

“Electric Sheep is a wonderful new sculpture, which responds to both the architecture and the function of the Theatre.  The work reflects the Council’s ongoing commitment to commission innovative site-specific public art and is a welcome addition to the existing public artwork at Milton Keynes Theatre & Gallery.”  
Euan Henderson – Councillor, Milton Keynes Council

Project Funding:  

The project has been funded by Milton Keynes Council and Milton Keynes Theatre and Gallery Company, with support in kind from Ambassadors Theatre Group.

Project Management:  

The commission has been developed and project managed by Artpoint on behalf of Milton Keynes Council.

Media Contact:  Tiffany Black, Press Officer Artpoint.  T:01865 24 88 22 E:tiffany.black@artpoint-trust.org.uk 
Eleanor Jeffery, Press Officer Milton Keynes Theatre

T:01908 547603 / E:eleanorjeffery@theambassadors.com


Web Links:  

Milton Keynes website 


www.mkweb.co.uk/art

Milton Keynes Theatre and Gallery  
www.mkweb.co.uk/mktheatre 

Milton Keynes Community Foundation
www.mkcommunityfoundation.co.uk

Artpoint




www.artpoint-trust.org.uk
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