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PRESS RELEASE                   
September 2003

Ebb and Flow
A New Water Sculpture for Newbury by Peter Randall-Page 

Internationally acclaimed sculptor Peter Randall-Page has created Ebb and Flow 

for Newbury Lock, the inaugural artwork celebrating the beginning of the Town Trail, commissioned by Newbury Town Council. 

Ebb and Flow comprises an enormous granite bowl measuring 2.4 metres in diameter and weighing over 7 tonnes.  The silver-grey granite was selected for its beauty and permanence. The material was quarried in Germany and turned to the form of a bowl on one of the largest lathes in Europe before being shipped to the artist’s studio in Devon to be carved. The sculpture was swung into position by a 100 tonne crane over the river Kennet and set at the centre of a spiral granite path leading down from the historic Newbury Lock. Ebb and Flow is connected by an underground pipe to the lock in such a way that when the lock is operated the water, in both lock and sculpture, rise and fall simultaneously. The movement of water reflects the Town Trail’s theme of Flow and the trail will provide a beautiful and enduring symbol of the new millennium.

Peter Randall-Page’s recent public sculptures include a three part work for the new Millennium Seed Bank at Wakehurst Place in Sussex and a 40 tonne granite carving entitled Give and Take, enabled by Sculpture at Goodwood, where it will be exhibited for a year before moving to a permanent site in Newcastle. Peter has exhibited widely during the last 20 years and his work is currently on show at the Natural History Museum, London. His sculpture is included in many public and private collections throughout the world including the British Museum, Tate Britain and The British Council. He is currently a member of the design team planning the next phase of the Eden Project in Cornwall and is Research Fellow in Visual Performance at Dartington College of Arts.

A ground-breaking education project for the sculpture involved 300 pupils from six local schools who participated in site visits and workshops during Autumn 2002. The success of the project was reflected in the standard of pupils’ work exhibited in a lively and colourful exhibition at New Greenham Arts in Spring 2003. 
Notes to editors
Quotes

“The difference in water levels between the canal and the river gives Newbury Lock a great sense of drama and potential energy…  I liked the idea of using the existing dynamic of changing water levels when the lock is operated as a way of activating a sculpture.”   
Peter Randall-Page

“We are thrilled with this beautiful new sculpture for Newbury which sets the standard as the first artwork for the Newbury Town Trail. It will be enjoyed by the people of Newbury for many years to come.”
Dr Sue Farrant, Chair of the Town Trail Steering Group 
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The Steering Group for the project included Newbury Town Council, British Waterways, Kennet & Avon Canal Trust, Newbury Society, New Greenham Arts, West Berkshire Council, Newbury Town Centre Management and Newbury Open Studios.

King Lifting Ltd provided invaluable sponsorship in kind for the project by providing the crane. 

Ebb and Flow and the associated education project, were made possible by the generous support of Arts Council England, WREN, Vodafone, Colefax Trust, Foundation for Sports and the Arts, Headley Trust, Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, West Berkshire Council, King Lifting Ltd, Newbury Building Society and West Berkshire Education Business Partnership. 

Ebb and Flow was developed and managed by Artpoint, a public art commissioning agency working with visual artists, craftspeople and designers on projects throughout the South East region.  Its work is characterised by the commissioning of new work by artists created in response to specific sites, often in collaboration with other creative professionals.  Artpoint is funded by Arts Council England, South East.
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