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July 2003

‘barrel’

A NEW SCULPTURE FOR ABINGDON ON THAMES

Press View:  Monday 11th August, 2003, 6.00pm – 7.00pm

The Brewery, Ock Street, Abingdon
Artist Walter Jack has created a new sculpture for a residential courtyard in the town of Abingdon.  This work, commissioned by the Vale of White Horse District Council in partnership with the developers, Berkeley Homes (Oxford & Chiltern) Ltd, was developed through the Council’s Percent for Art Policy, which seeks to increase the number of publicly sited art works in the area.

barrel is a sculpture made of seven identical iron planks welded together.  A pattern for the planks was created using a single piece of ashwood, bandsawn and gouged, and later cast in iron. The work weighs nearly one and a half tons and stands four metres high, and is spot lit at night.  This strong contemporary work stands in a paved open space and rises from the ground.  Its curved form gently references the traditional shape of beer barrels, which would have been used at the old Brewhouse and Malthouse, the two buildings which formally occupied the site.

Walter Jack is a Bristol based artist who specialises in furniture and architectural elements for buildings and landscapes, for which he has won two South West Arts awards. His work has been toured internationally by the British Council and exhibited throughout England.  He has recently completed a public square in Quarry Hill, Leeds for the BBC and is currently designing ‘the green’, a touring installation for six towns in Yorkshire as well as two equestrian bridges for Essex County Council. 

Quotes: 

‘My work starts with ‘place’, so I am always excited to see a new site when asked to work. As a maker, I am struck here by the craftsmanship evident in the turn-of the-century brewery buildings and by the layer of craftsmanship being now added.’

Walter Jack - Artist

‘Berkeley Homes is delighted that Walter Jack has created a work of public art for The Brewery in Abingdon-on-Thames. This work is a visual reminder that this is not an ordinary development but one which will offer purchasers a high quality of life in every respect.’

Rameen Firoozan- Managing Director of Berkeley Homes (Oxford & Chiltern) Ltd 
‘It is a wonderful example of working in partnership to make a beautiful work of art. Walter Jack has created a sculpture that references the site in a stunning and contemporary way.  Future generations will enjoy the work and the Vale of White Horse is proud to use this project as an excellent example of public art in the district.’

Abigail Brown, Arts Officer – The Vale of White Horse District Council

barrel was developed and managed by Artpoint, a public art commissioning agency working with visual artists, craftspeople and designers on projects throughout the South East region.  Its work is characterised by the commissioning of new work by artists created in response to specific sites, often in collaboration with other creative professionals.  Artpoint is funded by Arts Council England, South East, and aims to extend the contribution art and artists can make to the physical and social environment.

Media Contact:  Tiffany Black at Artpoint.   T. 01865 24 88 22

Websites

Walter Jack          www.aaki44.ukgateway.net
Berkeley Homes   www.berkeleyhomes.co.uk
VWHDC                www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Artpoint                 www.artpoint-trust.org.uk
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