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Press Release







          12 May 2005


MICHAEL PINSKY: Routes
4 – 18 June 2005

Water Eaton Park & Ride buses and car park.

The Park and Ride operates from 7am - 7.15pm. Normal Park & Ride fares apply.

Adopting the roles of urban planner, activist and researcher, Michael Pinsky’s new series of work Routes comprises three elements, Park and Tell a short film shown on board the Water Eaton Park & Ride bus fleet, Park and Walk a new bus user-guide available on the buses and Park and Putt, a proposed participatory installation at Water Eaton car park. 

Routes explores the permeability of monocultures and specifically how the bus route might be perceived as alien and detached from its surroundings, offering only one service to its customers. Pinsky engages with Park & Ride users’ views and aspirations, re-considers the scheme’s connections with its communities, whilst suggesting that these local environments have the potential to be both creative and multi-faceted. 

The film element of the work, Park and Tell, shot from a cherry picker above Water Eaton car park, uses quotes from a series of recorded interviews with bus users by juxtaposing them with the movement of cars in and out of parking bays. These choreographed sequences reveal and obscure individual letters to form short phrases. The film will be played on monitors on the three buses that ferry passengers to and from the city. 

The film Park and Tell will also be shown as part of the 2015: Dreams, Plans, Visions at Modern Art Oxford from the 9th - 19th June.
Pinsky’s bus user-guide, Park and Walk, appropriates the existing graphic style used by the Oxford Bus Company to promote the Park and Ride, but playfully subverts the original travel information by suggesting that the Park and Ride car park could be an appealing destination as well as a functional departure point. Pinsky’s leaflet proposes an off-road walk, between two bus car parks, cutting through some unexpectedly beautiful locations. Each area, including an idyllic lake surrounded by homes with exclusive access, a fastidiously maintained cemetery that welcomes visitors but does not encourage its use as a shortcut and the majestic vistas of a lush and verdant members golf course, has no relationship with its neighbours and functions as yet another independent monoculture similar to that of the Park & Ride bus scheme. From 7pm until the following morning the Water Eaton car park is closed, leaving an area with high land values and an existing transport infrastructure redundant. Michael Pinsky’s third piece of work Park and Putt proposes new uses for the car park, which sits immediately adjacent           

 …/…

to the North Oxford Golf Club. The members’ entrance is half a mile away and the course can only be viewed, with difficulty, through the hedge. Pinsky aims to transform perceptions by proposing a new golfing activity for the car park. One associates golf with green manicured lawns and landscaped hills; the same leisure activity in a car park set in the shadow of a huge industrial silo would provide a dislocated vision for visitors and participants.  

Michael Pinsky is best known for his video projects, site specific work and interactive installations. His current projects include Panacea, 2004 - 2007, an international touring exhibition; Weather Cluster, 2005, a permanent 30 screen internet/video installation as part of COAST and The Course, 2005, a permanent interactive sculpture for the Sustrans national cycling network. 
Along side Michael Pinsky’s work, a major new publication, Re Views: Artists and Public Space will be published to celebrate Artpoint’s 10th Anniversary. Re Views focuses on key projects accompanied by essays examining artists’ roles in reflecting and creating public space. Published by Black Dog Publishing, it includes work and writing by 10 artists including Simon Patterson, Jacqui Poncelet and Alison Turnbull with 10 commentaries by writers, artists and design professionals including Richard Layzell, Michael Stanley and Siân Ede, and a Foreword by Sir Christopher Frayling. It is available in June 2005 from Black Dog Publishing - www.bdpworld.com - at £19.95. 10 specially commissioned limited edition prints by the featured artists are reproduced in the book and will be available for sale from Artpoint www.artpointtrust.org.uk.
For further information about the projects and the Press trip contact: 

Nick Hallam on 07709 887 814 or 0115 9502 283 – email: nick_hallam@hotmail.com
Notes to Editors:-

On Saturday 4 June at 2pm in the waiting room at Water Eaton Park & Ride car park, Michael Pinsky introduces his new work being shown at the Water Eaton Park & Ride. Visitors will also be able to take part in activities on display in the car park. 

Routes is an Artpoint project and forms part of the 2015 strand of Evolving City, a year long programme showcasing Oxford’s vibrant creative life and the biggest cultural celebration ever to take place in Oxfordshire. The project is co-ordinated by Oxford Inspires, the cultural development agency for Oxford and Oxfordshire, and funded through a grant from the Urban Cultural Programme. Additional funding has been awarded by Arts & Business New Partners and the Oxford Bus Company. www.evolvingcity.com. 
Artpoint is a creative company working with artists to support new thinking and practice for the built environment and public space across the South East region. Operating as a ‘not for profit’ limited company with charitable status, Artpoint believes that contemporary arts practice has a central role to play in developing our physical, intellectual and social environments. Artpoint’s work includes public art commissioning, consultancy, research projects and audience engagement activities.

www.artpointtrust.org.uk
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