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25 May 2010

Deaf and disabled artists chosen to Go Public with their work

ARTS agencies Dada-South and Artpoint have awarded three disabled artists £55,000 to take their work into the public realm.

The awards were made as part of the Go Public initiative which is giving disabled artists a chance to produce new art works in public places across the South East. 

Sarah Scott, Lorna Giezot, and Zoe Partington-Sollinger were selected after a competitive commissioning process and are now planning innovative and eclectic projects ahead of the London 2012 Paralympic Games. Installation artist Vicky Vergou also won a smaller research and development award.

Zoe Partington-Sollinger is hoping to use shopping centres to project viscerally-powerful audio and visual representations of journeys made through public spaces by disabled people.

Sarah Scott is aiming to explore the impact of outdoor yoga sessions on disabled participants. This will be captured on film and in conjunction with a disabled fine artist.  

Lorna Giezot’s work appears in collections including Tate Modern, but she has never before undertaken a large-scale work of public art for permanent outdoor display. She plans to make and install a door and doorway made from weatherproof transparent resin that will glow with light and feel warm to the touch. 

Lorna said: “Doors represent a spectrum of emotions depending upon how they are presented. There are notions of prevention and ‘the unknown’ when closed, secrets and the forbidden when locked, but also of opportunity, adventure, possibilities and the future.”

She added: “The ability to look through the sculpture to see what is on the other side breaks down that fear of ‘the unknown’ that is associated with many metaphors, including disability and disabled people.”

“I want to create something that everyone can connect with and relate to.”

Stevie Rice, Director of Dada-South, said: “We are delighted that these exceptional artists have been selected. I have no doubt that the work will engage and challenge audiences’ perceptions and will give a much needed opportunity for disabled and Deaf artists to present their work in the public realm.”  

Kevin Wilson, Director of Artpoint, the public art agency for the South East, added: “Go Public has enabled Artpoint to further understand the needs of disabled artists in the South East. It continues to be a very rewarding process to support disabled artists in all stages of their development.”
Go Public is part of Accentuate, a transformational programme of 15 projects which seeks to change perceptions and offer opportunities to showcase the talents of deaf and disabled people. Inspired by our proud heritage of Stoke Mandeville as the birthplace of the Paralympic movement, and funded by Legacy Trust UK, SEEDA and the regional cultural agencies, Accentuate has 1000 days to create a cultural legacy. Screen South is the home of Accentuate. 

Inspired by the south east’s history as the birthplace of the Paralympic Games, Go Public aims to raise the profile of the unique and inspiring contribution Deaf and disabled artists make to contemporary society.

For images, interviews and further information about the artists and their projects, please contact James Fenton on 01308 420 785 or email james@watershedpr.co.uk 

Notes for editors

Dada-South

Dada-South is the development agency for disabled and deaf artists in the South East. Dada-South’s primary aim is to increase the opportunities available to disabled and deaf artists to realise their creative potential and achieve a visibility and respect within a vibrant cultural sector.

www.dada-south.org.uk 

Artpoint

Artpoint is the public art agency for the South East and is supported by Arts Council England. Part of Artpoint’s remit is to develop opportunities for artists throughout the region and support public art programmes.

www.artpointtrust.org.uk 

Accentuate

Go Public was launched in October 2009 and is part of the Accentuate programme which seeks to change perceptions and offer a wide range of opportunities across the South East to showcase the talents of disabled people. 

Accentuate is funded by Legacy Trust UK, SEEDA and the regional cultural agencies, including Arts Council England. 

Accentuate is an ambitious transformational programme of 15 major projects. Inspired by the South East’s heritage as the birthplace of the Paralympic Games, Accentuate will now carry the baton to continue this journey ensuring disabled people have the potential to be the leaders of tomorrow, in whatever field they choose. 
www.accentuate-se.org 

Legacy Trust

Legacy Trust UK is in a unique position to help communities across the country gain lasting and life-changing benefits from the London 2012 Olympic Games. The Trust’s funding will act as a catalyst to link grassroots activities across the UK into the Olympic programme, so that people from all walks of life – not just athletes and sports fans – can be a part of this once-in-a-lifetime event.

Legacy Trust UK is independent of government and the Olympic family, although it works very closely with LOCOG as a trusted partner in delivering the community legacy of the Games.

www.legacytrustuk.org/info/About/ 
